[Wound botulism in heroin addiction].
Botulism is a rare disease which usually is caused by preformed botulinum toxin in food. However, this article describes a case of wound botulism in a 29-year-old male heroin addict who developed progressive diplopia, dysphagia and proximal weakness of skeletal limb muscles. He needed mechanical ventilation for two weeks. The clinical diagnosis of botulism was supported by neurophysiological tests. Assays for detection of botulinum toxin and Clostridium botulinum were negative. The patient had not eaten any contaminated food the last two weeks before symptoms appeared, but he had multiple contaminated skin wounds. After treatment with botulinum antitoxins and antibiotics he gradually recovered, and six weeks later he was discharged from hospital in good condition. To the best of our knowledge this is the first case of wound botulism reported in Norway.